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•

SLOCAS welcomes new member Marilyn Mather with a special interest in
photography. Marilyn might like to join us as we begin to offer the tours that had to
be cancelled last year.

•

We also welcome back Elizabeth Johnson and Russell Hodin, old friends of
SLOCAS who are joining us again. Hope to see you both when the Covid air
clears.

•

The board is starting to make plans for a possible in person gathering a the SLOCAS
facility later this year, with great hope we can all meet once again at the Center. Stay
tuned for more info as this develops.

•

SLOCAS is happy to announce that we are starting to organize tour again. See page
5 for info. Thank you Jen for taking the lead. We are so happy to start these up
again.

•

SLOCAS are not the only folks beginning to plan tours, check out the Fall listings
for The Archaeological Conservancy. From camping in Chaco Canyon to the Ohio
Moundbuilders, to all the way to Oaxaca and more, the tours are highly
recommended for their guides and experts.

•

Personally we have thousands of slides from Conservancy tours. What’s a slide you
ask? Years ago we had one evening a month at the previous old, old, old SLOCAS
building showing slides from various sites in the Western Hemisphere.

SAVE THE DATE: Join us on Friday, June 11 at 5:30pm PST for our very first
installment of the San Luis Obispo County Archaeological Society’s Online Lecture
Series. Tune in via Zoom as we talk to Dr. Garrett Fesler, city archaeologist with the
Office of Historic Alexandria and the Alexandria Archaeology Museum, both based in
Alexandria, VA. See page 4 for more information.

SAVE THE DATE: June 19, 2021 2021 SLOCAS Field Trip to the back country rock
out at the Wind Wolves Preserve. See page 5 for more information.

Membership
Form

7

Stay Safe and Healthy!
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Recent Excavations at Mission La Purisima
Robert L. Hoover
UCSB held and archaeological field school at Mission La Purisima SHP in 2019 and analyzed the results of this work during the pandemic of 2020. The students involved reported on the results of this
work at the recent SCA digital annual meeting. This is a brief summary of the project.
The original La Purisima Mission
Vieja was founded in 1787 in the
modern town of Lompoc and was occupied and grew rapidly for 25 years.
In 1812, it was destroyed by the great
earthquake of December with a great
loss of life. The survivors relocated to

the present site in the following year.
Today a state historic park, much of
the mission has been reconstructed by
the Civilian Conservation Corps in the
1930s-1940s, and by the Department of Parks and Recreation later. But the married neophyte dormitories were not part of this rebuilding project. Portions of two long buildings, set end-to-end, were excavated by the CCC in 1933, by Dr. Norman Gabel in the 1950s, by Dr. James Deetz in 1962-63, and
briefly by Herb Dallas in 1988. The recent research project indicated that many traditional industries
still continued at La Purisima Nueva after the relocation in 1813, with a greater variety of activities
and less specialization than earlier. Often, imported objects were reused of traditional purposes. The
dormitories were occupied from 1813 to 1848. The tile roofs eventually collapsed, sealing the floor
deposit beneath it under a 1 meter thick layer of rubble.
Comparisons of shellfish from the dorms indicated that the mission community was not a closed space
and continued to maintain close ties with surrounding Chumash communities. While there were some
plant and traditional game in the diet, new plants and animals became important, again suggesting mobility across the landscape. Red abalones and mussels continued to be imported from coastal localities,
such as Nocto and Shilimaqstush (Jalama). The abalones were saved for use as containers and the
mussel shells were discarded. Bones were still cooked to extract marrow. Glass beads paralleled and
partly replaced shell beads in importance. Glass beads were favored for their color and luster. Red,

Vol 56 No 5-6 2021

Page 3

blue/green, and white were preferred colors. Shell beads, used in this area for the last 9,000 years continued to be manufactured, perhaps by relocated individuals from the Channel Islands. Boiling stones were
still used in conjunction with cooking in baskets. Faunal remains indicated a heavy reliance on cattle and
sheep, but rabbit, turtles, chickens deer, and grey fox were also hunted. Most fish remains represented
rocky/tidal dwellers, but some species could only accessed by canoe (tomol), which were generally not
present north of Point Arguello due to rough water.
La Purisima Nueva diﬀered from most of the missions in its lineal plan and use of space. The layout was a
response to mitigate the destructive power of possible future earthquakes, but also because the Franciscans
saw no need to build defensible quadrangles among a friendly and cooperative population. Notice the
massive buttress at the west end of the Padre’s Quarters and the many exits provided on either side of the
main building complex for escape in case of earthquake. Plans of neophyte dormitories at California missions show interesting patterns. Some consisted of short rows of apartments either side of streets (San
Luis, Santa Ines, Santa Barbara), while others were arranged in long continuous wings (San Antonio, San
Miguel, La Purisima).
Apartments consisted of one or
two rooms for married neophyte
families. The spacing and planning of housing was an inducement to participate in Christian
marriage and family life at the
mission. First housing priority
was assigned to single women, as
the clergy had moral concerns for
their welfare. Single women were
housed communally. Next, married families were assigned to
apartments that allowed more space and privacy, and finally single men were housed communally, if there
was time and resources. Otherwise, they continued to occupy traditional thatched houses.
This project involved the continuous participation of members of the Santa Ynez Reservation at all stages
of work. It brought back many happy memories of may own initial fieldwork on the same site and feature
at UCSB’s 6-week late summer field school with Dr. Deetz in 1962. This would make an excellent candidate for SLOCAS’s publication series.
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San Luis Obispo County Archaeological Society’s Online Lecture Series.
Dr. Garrett Fesler
June 11, 2021 5:30 pm
Join us on Friday, June 11 at 5:30pm PST for our very first installment of the San Luis Obispo
County Archaeological Society’s (SLOCAS) Online Lecture Series. Tune in via Zoom as we
talk to Dr. Garrett Fesler, city archaeologist with the Office of Historic Alexandria and the Alexandria Archaeology Museum, both based in Alexandria, VA.
In honor of our inaugural Online Lecture Series, we are taking a trip across the country to the historic town of Alexandria, VA. There, city archaeologists like Dr. Fesler, along with volunteers and
students, work with residents and developers to study and manage archaeological resources important to their community’s past.
From uncovering the remains of the hull of a fifty-foot vessel at the waterfront, a years-long excavation of a plantation occupied during the Civil War, to identifying over thirty archaeological sites
containing Native American artifacts, some dating to over 15,000 years ago, the city of Alexandria
keeps its archaeologists and its museum busy. Dr. Fesler will provide an overview of notable past
excavations, as well as current projects he and his colleagues are working on. The end of the lecture
will provide attendees with the opportunity to ask questions.
This online lecture will be hosted by SLOCAS, and is free to SLOCAS members and our community. Space is limited to 100 attendees on Zoom, so please register in advance by clicking this link:
https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJArfuyupzooHt2lnHdrxLrT4En9bS3zNQm6.
To learn more about the Office of Historic Alexandria and the Alexandria Archaeology Museum,
please visit www.alexandriava.gov/Historic.
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2021 SLOCAS Field Trip
Back Country Rock Art Tour
Wind Wolves Preserve
June 19, 2021
Wind Wolves Preserve is located in Bakersfield and is an ecologically unique region where the Transverse Ranges, Coast Ranges, Sierra Nevada, western Mojave Desert and San Joaquin Valley influence
converge. It is home to some of the most noteworthy Native American rock art in North America.
The tour will be lead by the preserve’s archeologist and we will see backcountry sites accessible only
by four-wheel drive cars.

Photo credit m.megalthic.co.uk

The trip size will be limited to 12 people. Attendees will need to have proof of Covid vaccination or a
recent Covid Test.
Please email Jennifer Bauer at slojen10@gmail.com or call (805) 543-9655 to be put on the list. First
come, first served. You will be contacted when more information is available.
For more info on the Wind Wolves Preserve go to: https://wildlandsconservancy.org/preserves/
windwolves
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Listen to the Sound of an 18,000 year old Shell Horn
About 18,000 years ago,
the Magdalenian occupants
of Marsoulas Cave in what is now
France transformed a shell of the
predatory sea snail Charonia lampas into a wind instrument. A team
of researchers in France has now
released a recording of what
the instrument would have sounded
like. The ancient seashell horn was
discovered in 1931 at the entrance
of the cave of Marsoulas, located in
the French Pyrenean foothills.
Dr. Carole Fritz of the Université
de Toulouse and colleagues revealed numerous clues of human
modifications of it, which make it a
Image credit: Fritz et al., doi: 10.1126/sciadv.abe9510.
possible musical instrument. They
determined that the Magdalenian hunter-gatherers had carefully modified the shell to install a
mouthpiece.
The ancient people also removed the outermost edges of the shell’s labrum, the flared ridge that
extends outward from the shell’s main opening, and adorned the exterior of the shell with ochre-red
pigment designs that match the style of wall art found inside Marsoulas Cave. Researchers noted
the fingerprint-shaped, faded ochre markings, impact points along the modified labrum, and signs
that the shell’s apex had been carefully and deliberately removed to create a second opening. The
authors also noted traces of a brown organic substance, likely a resin or wax, around the apex opening that may have been used as an adhesive to affix a mouthpiece.
Go here to listen to the sound of the shell horn: https://soundcloud.com/cnrs_officiel/marsoulasshell-conch-sound
If you are interested in the full article, check out:
C. Fritz et al. 2021. First record of the sound produced by the oldest Upper Paleolithic seashell
horn. Science Advances 7 (7): eabe9510; doi: 10.1126/sciadv.abe9510
CONTRIBUTE TO THE ARTIFACT

Do you have stories or news on local archaeology, history or cultural resources? Did you find an interesting feature or artifact during a recent excavation? Have you recently recorded a unique building?
Did you have an opportunity to preserve a cultural resource?
The Artifact is a great venue to share information of interest to the SLOCAS community. If you have
something to share please contact Erin Enright (erin.enright.parsick@gmail.com). We would love to
share your stories and local news.
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San Luis Obispo County Archaeological Society Board of Directors
Doug Jenzen President doug.jenzen@gmail.com
Erin Enright erin.enright.parsick@gmail.com
Luther Bertrando, Vice President lbertran@calpoly.edu
Katie McKendry-Grove kmckendry4@yahoo.com
Sarah Nicchitta, Secretary snicchitta@albionenvironmental.com
Chris Ryan, Treasurer christopher.ryan.7@us.af.mil
Blaize Uva blaizeuva@hotmail.com
Betsy Bertrando betsyb@charter.net
Ann Munns amunns@appliedearthworks.com

Join SLOCAS!
We accept PayPal and you can become a member on-line at slocas.org/membership/
OR, fill out the form below and mail it in with the membership fees to SLOCAS, P.O. Box 109,
San Luis Obispo, CA 93406
Thank you for supporting SLOCAS!

MEMBERSHIP FORM
Name/Affiliation:____________________________________________________________________
Address:___________________________________________________________________________
City:___________________________________________________________ Zip: _______________
Email:___________________________________________ Phone:____________________________
Special Interests or Skills:______________________________________________________________
New Membership: ____

Renewal Membership: ____

SLOCAS members receive the bimonthly newsletter The Artifact. Please indicate how you would like to receive your copy:
Electronically (PDF) ____

Paper copy via USPS ____

Please read and sign below indicating that you agree to abide by SLOCAS’ Code of Ethics:
I agree to abide by the by-laws of the San Luis Obispo County Archaeological Society (SLOCAS). I understand that my membership will be canceled if I engage in the sale of archaeological materials or any other
professionally unethical acts. I fully understand and agree that my participation in any of SLOCAS’ activities is at my own risk, expense, and hazard.
Signature: ________________________________________________ Date: ___________________
Membership is subject to review by the Board of Directors
Our Mission

SLOCAS provides and operates a Research and Collections facility for the archival storage of archaeological collections. We support research conducted by the archaeological community through access to
collections archived at the facility, a publications series, and outreach to the general public .
Membership Fees:
____Regular: $25.00
____Family: $30.00
Make checks payable to SLOCAS

___Student & Senior: $15.00
___Friend:
$50.00

___Patron: $100.00
___Business: $150.00

SLOCAS
P.O. Box 109
San Luis Obispo, CA
93406

SAN LUIS OBISPO
COUNTY
ARCHAEOLOGICAL
SOCIETY
A Research and
Collections Facility

Phone: (805) 459-6630
Email: info@slocas.org

Visit us at slocas.org

SLOCAS is a
501(c)(3) non-profit
All donations are
Tax deductible

Our Mission
SLOCAS provides and operates a Research and Collections facility for the archival
storage of archaeological collections. We support research conducted by the archaeological community through access to collections archived at the facility, a publications
series, and outreach to the general public.

