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•

We regret to announce that Chris Hoover is stepping off the board after over
forty-five years of service. She promises to continue to help SLOCAS in
other ways. A huge thank-you goes out to Chris from all of us at SLOCAS.
See pages 2-3.

•

After our last election, Blaize Uva was one vote behind the top two who
tied for the two open seats on the board. The board has enthusiastically
decided to ask Blaize, an environmental specialist for the County, to join
the board and she has accepted. See page 3

Chris Hoover
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Welcome Blaize

3

La Loma Adobe
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•

Recently Doug Jenzen was seen entertaining a film crew from the
National Geographic “Drain the Ocean” program at the Guadalupe Dunes
Center. We will let you know when it is ready for viewing.

Paisley Cave

5

•

The American Cultural Resource Association (ACRA) conference will be
online this year on September 24 and 25. Go to https://acra-crm.org/
annual-conference-2020 for more information and to register.

Online Training

6

•

Be patient with SLOCAS as we try to adapt to new ways. Our meetings are
by Zoom and our programs have been put aside. As Thomas Paine once
wrote, “These are the times that try men’s souls.”

Membership Form 7
Stay Safe and Healthy
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CHRIS HOOVER: The End of An Era

After working with and for SLOCAS since the 1970s, Chris Hoover has decided to step off the
board. We are so very grateful for all the time, effort and support she has given to SLOCAS over the
years. After Bob Hoover graduated from Berkeley they moved back to San Luis Obispo County in
1971, first briefly in Morro Bay, until they bought their house on Buchon.
At the end of 1973, Jay von Werlhof, our Field Director, who had been teaching the field practices

class at Cuesta College, was about to move to Imperial Valley. Jay asked Bob to take his place a
Field Director for SLOCAS. Bob had been hired to teach archaeology at Cal Poly. Today the
SLOCAS board has several professional archaeologists both in business and government, thus the
Field Director position is no longer a part of our program.
The SLOCAS board minutes of Aug 14, 1973 reflected that
“Bob Hoover and wife” were in attendance. (Just shows you
how much things have changed). It was then that Jay asked
that Bob Hoover be appointed chief archaeologist until a
regular field director could be voted on. By the time 1974

rolled around, Chris or Bob or both were regularly at the
meetings. When Bob retired from Cal Poly, Chris stayed on
and continued to serve on the board.
Over the many years of service if something was needed,
we could always count on Chris to see it done. From furnishing the lecture room with chairs when our grant application fell through, to starting a scholarship fund with Bob
through SLOCAS for Native Americans enrolled in Cal
Poly’s field school at Mission San Antonio. SLOCAS has
always been the recipient of their time and generosity.
Chris working the greeter’s table at SLOCAS

Chris has shared the good times and the bad with

SLOCAS. There were times when to be a member of the board could really try one’s patience. But
she could always be counted on to do the right thing. Chris has promised that she and Bob will continue to man the “greeter’s table” whenever SLOCAS has the chance to resume public programing.
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A quiet afternoon spent at a SLOCAS board retreat in Parkfield in 2001 with Bob Hoover and Luther Bertrando

On a personal note, as young mom’s in the early 1970s, we both had sons that were to go on and become
archaeologists. Talk about dedication to the field of archaeology. Who would have guessed...
THANK YOU Chris for all your dedication and support. You will be missed.
Be sure to thank Chris for her service when you see her!
-Betsy Bertrando

WELCOME BLAIZE
While we are sad to see Chris leave, we are happy to add Blaize Uva to the SLOCAS Board of Directors.
Blaize has over nine years of experience in public archaeology, GIS
mapping & analysis, Native American outreach, and environmental
planning within SLO County. Her experience includes working for public agencies such as CalTrans (District 5), CA Army National Guard
(Camp Roberts & SLO), and the County of SLO (Departments of Plan-

ning & Building, and Public Works), as well as assisting with archaeological survey on the Channel Islands (Santa Rosa), and the Cabrillo
College archaeological field schools. She is an active member of the Society of CA Archaeology, attending meetings and occasionally presenting posters.
We are happy to have you join the SLOCAS Board.
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LA LOMA ADOBE
The Friends of the La Loma Adobe are currently working with Applied EarthWorks to prepare a
Historic Resource Evaluation for La Loma Adobe, which is on the City of San Luis Obispo’s Master List of Historic Resources. There are volumes of previous scholarship on the adobe and Applied
EarthWorks Senior Architectural Historian, Amber Long is organizing that research into a proper
evaluation to identify the historic context, period of significance, character defining features, and
eligibility for the California Register of Historic Resources.
The two-story adobe is behind San
Luis Obispo High School in the Reservoir Canyon area and dates back to at
least the 1850s. There is speculation
that the original rooms may date to the
Mission Period. The exterior shows
two periods of adobe brick making as
well as horizontal siding on the later
additions. The interior still contains
remnants of wall paper and ceiling fabrics as well as the doodles of children
who grew up in the adobe.
Emergency repair work was done in the past to keep the adobe from collapsing. The Friends of La
Loma Adobe are working with the City to preserve and mothball the adobe until funds can be
raised for repairs.
Adaptive reuse projects are being
considered for the property such
as a visitor center with educational
programs and rental spaces on the
second floor. Future work will
include a Historic Structures Report to guide the mothballing process in order to maintain the integrity of the adobe.
-Amber Long, Applied EarthWorks
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PAISLEY CAVE COPROLITES
In 2017, an international team of researchers joined archaeologist Dennis Jenkins at Oregon’s Paisley
Caves. Their aim? To reexamine the site’s sediments and coprolites, or ancient fecal remains, in hopes
of resolving a longstanding debate about when people first arrived in North America. The results of
their study, published in July in Science Advances, confirm Jenkins’ earlier finding that people were
living at the site a thousand years before the appearance of the Clovis people, long thought to be the
continent’s first.
Jenkins first uncovered the coprolites nearly two decades ago. Since then, radiocarbon dating has firmly established their antiquity, with some specimens dating back as far as 14,400 years. Further examination by University of Copenhagen geneticist Eske Willerslev revealed that the coprolites were of
human origin based on the mitochondrial DNA they contain.
Recently University of Newcastle archaeologists Lisa-Marie Shillito and John Blong along with Jenkins, UO archaeologist Tom Connolly and University of Bristol chemists Helen Whelton and Ian Bull,
analyzed the lipids found in 21 samples taken from the Paisley Caves coprolites. All 21 had been identified as human through earlier mitochondrial DNA analysis, and all but two had previously been radiocarbon dated. The analysis confirmed that three of six coprolites identified as human by mitochondrial DNA were in fact of human origin. The results of their study, published in July in Science Advances, confirm Jenkins’ earlier finding that people were living at the site a thousand years before the appearance of the Clovis people, long thought to be the continent’s first.
To further confirm the age of one of the coprolites, the authors also radiocarbon dated a bulrush fiber
artifact, likely a fragment of a basket or mat, found in the cave sediments. “The fragment was dated to
roughly 14,000 years before present, giving us a direct radiocarbon age on a pre-Clovis cultural artifact and confirming the stratigraphic integrity of the cave sediments,” said Connolly, director of archaeological research at the Museum of Natural and Cultural History and an expert in the fiber artifacts of the northern Great Basin.
Together, the results confirm that the Paisley coprolites are the oldest directly dated human remains in
the Western Hemisphere.
For the full journal article go to:
https://advances.sciencemag.org/content/6/29/eaba6404.full
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ONLINE TRAINING
The Society for American Archaeology (SAA) has several online seminars coming up
this fall. These cover a range of topics and training:
How to Turn Your Dissertation into a Book
When: October 06, 2020 3:00-4:00 PM
Duration: 1 hour

Underwater Cultural Heritage: An ACUA Seminar
When: October 22, 2020 1:00-3:00 PM
Duration: 2 hours
An Introduction to Geoarchaeology: How Understanding Basic Soils, Sediments, and Landforms can make you a Better Archaeologist
When: November 05, 2020 1:00-3:00 PM
Duration: 2 hours
Defining Mitigation in Cultural Resource Management
When: November 10, 2020 2:00-3:00 PM
Duration: 1 hour
Introduction to Bayesian Chronological Modeling
When: December 03, 2020 1:00-3:00 PM
Duration: 2 hours
For more information go to:
https://www.saa.org/career-practice/online-seminars/upcoming-seminars

CONTRIBUTE TO THE ARTIFACT
Do you have stories or news on local archaeology, history or cultural resources? Did you find an interesting feature or artifact during a recent excavation? Have you recently recorded a unique building?
Did you have an opportunity to preserve a cultural resource?
The Artifact is a great venue to share information of interest to the SLOCAS community. If you have
something to share please contact Erin Enright (eenright@appliedearthworks.com). We would love to
share your stories and local news.
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San Luis Obispo County Archaeological Society Board of Directors
Luther Bertrando, Chair lbertran@calpoly.edu
Chris Ryan, Treasurer christopher.ryan.7@us.af.mil
Erin Enright eenright@appliedearthworks.com
Blaize Uva blaizeuva@hotmail.com
Doug Jenzen doug.jenzen@gmail.com

Sarah Nicchitta snicchitta@albionenvironmental.com
Katie McKendry-Grove kmckendry4@yahoo.com
Betsy Bertrando betsyb@charter.net
Ann Munns amunns@appliedearthworks.com

Join SLOCAS!
We accept PayPal and you can become a member on-line at slocas.org/membership/
OR, fill out the form below and mail it in with the membership fees to SLOCAS, P.O. Box 109,
San Luis Obispo, CA 93406
Thank you for supporting SLOCAS!

MEMBERSHIP FORM
Name/Affiliation:____________________________________________________________________
Address:___________________________________________________________________________
City:___________________________________________________________ Zip: _______________
Email:___________________________________________ Phone:____________________________
Special Interests or Skills:______________________________________________________________
New Membership: ____

Renewal Membership: ____

SLOCAS members receive the bimonthly newsletter The Artifact. Please indicate how you would like to receive your copy:
Electronically (PDF) ____

Paper copy via USPS ____

Please read and sign below indicating that you agree to abide by SLOCAS’ Code of Ethics:
I agree to abide by the by-laws of the San Luis Obispo County Archaeological Society (SLOCAS). I understand that my membership will be canceled if I engage in the sale of archaeological materials or any other
professionally unethical acts. I fully understand and agree that my participation in any of SLOCAS’ activities is at my own risk, expense, and hazard.
Signature: ________________________________________________ Date: ___________________
Membership is subject to review by the Board of Directors
Our Mission

SLOCAS provides and operates a Research and Collections facility for the archival storage of archaeological collections. We support research conducted by the archaeological community through access to
collections archived at the facility, a publications series, and outreach to the general public .
Membership Fees:
____Regular: $25.00
____Family: $30.00
Make checks payable to SLOCAS

___Student & Senior: $15.00
___Friend:
$50.00

___Patron: $100.00
___Business: $150.00

SLOCAS
P.O. Box 109
San Luis Obispo, CA
93406

SAN LUIS OBISPO
COUNTY
ARCHAEOLOGICAL
SOCIETY
A Research and
Collections Facility

Phone: (805) 459-6630
Email: info@slocas.org

Visit us at slocas.org

SLOCAS is a
501(c)(3) non-profit
All donations are
Tax deductible

Our Mission
SLOCAS provides and operates a Research and Collections facility for the archival
storage of archaeological collections. We support research conducted by the archaeological community through access to collections archived at the facility, a publications
series, and outreach to the general public.

